


About Membership at Gateway
While “church member” is a term that is never mentioned in the Bible, the Bible frequently

uses many illustrations to describe how Christians are meant to live in community (a

household - Eph 2:19; a body - 1 Cor 12:12-31, a living temple - 1 Pet 2:4-5). These images

all highlight a simple reality - God created us for community. When a believer becomes a

member of a particular church, they are making a covenant before God to become a

participatingmember of the church body.

You are not required to become a member to be actively involved at Gateway Alliance

Church, but by becoming amember you are officially joining the Gateway family.

Membership at Gateway is a one-year commitment that must be renewed annually in

February. To continue your membership, all members are required to respond to the

Membership Renewal form, and vote in the AGM.

To be amember at Gateway, youmust fulfill theMembership Requirements:
1. Be 18 years of age or older

2. Have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and be baptized in water

3. Completion of StepOne of the GatewayNext Program

4. Completion of the GatewayMembership Application Form

5. Commitment and acceptance of the Alliance Canada Membership Agreement and

theMembership Covenant

6. Annual participation in the Membership Renewal & AGM Vote (sent via email in

January/February)

Membership Process:

If you want to become amember of Gateway Alliance Church, here is a simple check-list to

work through in order to begin themembership process:

1. Attend StepOne of the GatewayNEXT Program

2. Read through the Gateway Membership Covenant & the Alliance

Membership Agreement (available at gateway.ac/membership-agreement,

or below)

3. Complete the Gateway Membership Application Form (available at

gateway.ac/membership-application)

Once you have completed these four steps, your application will be reviewed by church

staff & the Gateway Board prior to final approval. If approved, you can expect to receive an

email welcoming you as amember of Gateway Alliance Church.
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Membership Renewal

Membership at Gateway is a one-year commitment that must be renewed annually in

February. To continue as amember of Gateway, each individual must:

1. Fill out theMembership Renewal Form sent out annually in January

2. Participate in the AGMVote sent out annually in February/March

3. Continue to uphold the Membership Covenant & Agreement, as indicated through

participation in the AGMVote

Any standing member who fails to participate in these three steps will be considered

“inactive” andwill have to apply to have their membership reinstated.

Membership Benefits

Members at Gatewaywill receive the following two benefits:

1. Eligibility to vote in the AGM

2. Eligibility to serve on the Gateway Board or the Gateway Elders team

Gateway Membership Covenant

Our Covenant to You

As your leaders, we commit to:

● Bewelcoming, loving and compassionate towards you in all that we do

● Empower you to participate in the works of service so that the body of Christ may

be built up (Eph. 4:12-13)

● Remaining obedient to the leading and guidance of the Holy Spirit in all that we do

(Gal. 5:16-18, 22-25)

● Developing a trustworthy leadership team that submits to the authority of God’s

Word (1 Tim 3:1-13, 1 Peter 5:1-7)

● Carefully maintaining and preserving robust systems to protect the safety and

integrity of the church

● Setting an example for you in speech, life, love, faith and purity (1 Tim. 4:12)

● Accurately teaching theWord of God (2 Tim. 2:15)

● Hold one another to the Gateway Standards of Leadership (available at

gateway.ac/standards)
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Your Covenant to Gateway

I affirm that I have received Christ as my Lord and Savior, I have been baptized in water,

and I am in agreement with the values and vision of Gateway Alliance Church, as presented

during the Gateway Next Program. As such, I feel led by the Holy Spirit to become a

member of the Gateway family. In doing so, I amwilling tomake the following commitment

to God andmy fellow churchmembers:

1. I commit to protecting the unity of my church by…

a. Making my own spiritual growth a priority by seeking to nurture a personal,

close, obedient & loving friendship with the Lord (John 15:4-11, Phil. 4:6-7)

b. Acting in a loving, welcoming and honoring manner at all times, treating others

fairly andwith respect (Luke 6:27-36, Rom. 12:10)

c. Following, supporting and praying for the leadership and governance of the

church (Hebrews 13:7, 17, 1 Pet. 5:5), while remaining open to input, challenge

& correction (Prov. 15:32,Matthew 18:15-20)

2. I commit to sharing the responsibility of my church by…

a. Praying regularly for its growth and health

b. Embodying the vision and core values of Gateway, conducting myself in a

welcoming (Rom. 15:7), empowering (1 Cor. 10:23-24) and spirit-led manner

(Gal. 5:16-18, 22-25)

c. Inviting others who are not a part of a church to attend (Matt. 28:19-20, Luke

14:23)

3. I commit to serving theministry of my church by…

a. Discovering my god-given gifts and talents and using those gifts to make a

difference in the lives of others (1 Peter 4:10, Eph, 4:11-12)

b. Developing a servant heart (Phil. 2:4-8, Gal. 5:13-14,Mark 10:43-45)

c. Participating annually in the AGMVoting process

4. I will support the testimony ofmy church by…

a. Contributing regularly to the support of the congregation in the form of tithes

& offerings (2 Cor. 9:6-12, Acts 4:34-35), time & attendance (Acts 2:42,

Heb.10:25)

b. Living my life in a way that reflects the love of Jesus to all people (Matt.

5:13-16, Phil. 1:27), willingly abstaining from sexual misconduct (Matt. 5:27-28,

20:4-6, Heb. 13:4), intoxication (Luke 21:34, 1 Cor. 6:12), deceit (Ex. 20:16, Eph.

4:29), andmaterialism (Matt. 6:19-24, 1 Tim. 6:17-19)

For more information on the particulars of these commitments, please see our Standards of
Leadership, available at gateway.ac/standards
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Alliance Canada Membership Agreement

Preamble

The Local Church Constitution has been framed and adopted by the General Assembly of The
Christian and Missionary Alliance in Canada (the “C&MA”), the denomination’s highest
legislative body. Because each Christian and Missionary Alliance church is an integral part of
the national and worldwide fellowship, it is united in governance, fellowship, and service in order
to promote unity of faith in the fullness of Jesus Christ as Saviour, Sanctifier, Healer, and
Coming King, thereby facilitating the spread of the Gospel at home and abroad under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Each local church shall be governed by the following constitution.

This constitution has two objectives:
1. to state the purpose of this local church and to define the nature of the relationships of

this local church to the C&MA and the district of which it is an integral part; and
2. to stipulate the enabling instruments, legal procedures, and the empowering conditions

under which this local church is to carry out its local and worldwide work.

The local church is the fundamental unit of Christian fellowship as exemplified in the Scripture.
Faithfulness in multiplying churches around the world that are nourished in the Bible and full of
the Holy Spirit is the Scriptural pattern for carrying out the redemptive purposes of God and the
Great Commission of our Lord and Saviour. The statement of our founder, A.B. Simpson, is as
relevant today as when he gave it in his address to General Council in 1912:

We need to be perfectly adjusted in our loyalty to Christ and at the same time in our
responsibility to the special trust which he has committed to our hands. God does not
want us to be afraid of losing our consecration by being true to The Christian and
Missionary Alliance, by knowing how to keep rank and by marching loyally under our
own standard.

Further, we must have the right adjustment of our home and foreign work, and the
interdependence each upon the other, the homework as the constituency of the foreign,
and the foreign as the outlet and complement of the other. Our foreign work is not only
the fulfillment of the supreme duty of the Church of Christ, but the loftiest inspiration and
uplift of our whole Christian life at home. God grant that this work may never lose its old
simplicity, self-sacrifice and separation, not only from the secular but from the religious
world in its spirit and practice. But at the same time, we must keep abreast of the
progress of our age and be men and women of today in our message and ministry to our
generation.
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Purpose and Objective of Gateway Alliance Church

1.1. The purpose of this church is to:

1.1.1. Advance religion by preaching and practicing the teachings, religious tenets,

doctrines, and observances associated with the Christian faith.

1.1.2. Support and maintain missions and missionaries in order to propagate the

Christian faith.

1.1.3. Undertake activities that are ancillary and incidental to the attainment of the above

charitable purposes.

1.2. The objective of this church is to glorify God by proclaiming the Good News of Jesus

Christ and persuading men and women to become His disciples and dependable members

of His Church. To achieve this objective, the church:

1.2.1. Fosters spiritual maturation through participation of its members in worship and

nurturing activities according to their maturity, gifts, and abilities in ministering to the

needs of the body in her task of evangelization at home and abroad.

1.2.2. Observes the ordinances of believer’s baptism and the Lord’s Supper and

complies with the biblical qualifications for selection of church leadership. She considers

the basic methods of communicating the Gospel to be through worship, preaching,

teaching, witnessing, and example. She takes discipline and restoration of the offender

seriously. She holds that the fullness of the Holy Spirit is essential for holiness of life and

effective witness. She affirms the necessity for fervent prayer, faithful service and

sacrificial giving as modeled by Christ Himself. She regards social service and good

citizenship as outgrowths of the Gospel.

1.2.3. Being the visible, organized expression of the Body of Christ, conducts her affairs

decently and in order. She organizes herself so that all members can contribute

according to their gifts and abilities to the total working of the body. She operates on the

assumption that the congregation finds broader meaning and outreach by fulfilling her

biblical responsibilities within and beyond the life and witness of the denomination.

1.2.4. Cultivates fellowship and not sectarianism. Her local and extended family seeks

for common spiritual ground on which fellowship with other groups may be enriched and

strengthened through an open and transparent relationship.
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